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PM launches National Vaccine Devt Roadmap 
BANGI: P r ime Minis te r D a t u k 
Seri Ismail Sabr i Yaakob 
y e s t e r d a y l a u n c h e d t h e Na t iona l 
Vaccine D e v e l o p m e n t R o a d m a p 
(PPVN) a n d Malays ian Genome 
a n d Vaccine I n s t i t u t e (MGVI) in 
an e f f o r t t o t u r n t h e c o u n t r y in to 
a h u b for vaccine p roduc t ion and 
boos t conf idence in vaccine use. 

He said t h r o u g h PPVN a n d 
MGVI, Malaysia could p roduce i ts 
o w n vacc ines t h a t a re of qual i ty , 
e f f ec t i ve and sa fe in accordance 
w i t h t h e cond i t ions se t by 
t h e Na t iona l P h a r m a c e u t i c a l 
Regula tory Agency (NPRA). 

"Al though R&D a n d vacc ine 
p r o d u c t i o n requ i re h e a v y 
i n v e s t m e n t , s u c h e f f o r t s h a v e 
t h e po t en t i a l to b r ing long- te rm 
r e t u r n s fo r Keluarga Malays ia 

(Malaysian Family) in t h e f o r m 
of cost savings in t r e a t i n g 
diseases a n d i n v e s t m e n t s by 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l c o m p a n i e s in 
Malaysia. 

"Through t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
of PPVN a n d e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 
MGVI, h ighly skilled h u m a n 
capi ta l in va r ious f ie lds of 
r e sea rch especially t h o s e re la ted 
t o hea l thca re and vaccines can be 
produced," he said a t t h e l a u n c h 
c e r e m o n y a t t h e Malays ian 
Genome Ins t i t u t e (MGI) here. 

Also p r e s e n t w e r e Science, 
Technology a n d I n n o v a t i o n 
Minis te r D a t u k Seri Dr A d h a m 
Baba a n d Hea l th Minis te r 
Khairy J a m a l u d d i n . "More j ob 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s can be c rea t ed 
fo r Keluarga Malays ia t o he lp 

inc rease t h e n u m b e r of skilled 
w o r k e r s a n d e n h a n c e t h e 
s t a n d a r d of living a n d h e a l t h of 
t h e people," he added. 

Ismail Sabri said PPVN would 
not be focus ing solely on Covid-19 
and i ts role would be expanded t o 
inc lude d e v e l o p m e n t of vacc ines 
for o t h e r diseases, inc lud ing head 
and neck cancer by t h e Cancer 
Research Centre . 

He said t h r e e projec ts a re ready 
to be i m p l e m e n t e d t h r o u g h 
PPVN, w i t h t h e f i rs t involving t h e 
p roduc t ion of t w o types of Covid-
19 us ing inac t iva t ed v i ru s a n d 
mRNA developed by t h e Ins t i t u t e 
for Medical Research (IMR). 

He said fo r th i s purpose , t h e 
f u n d ex tended b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
involved resea rch a l loca t ions to 

t h e Hea l th Minis t ry (MOH) a n d 
Sukuk Pr ihat in (Covid-19 research 
a l loca t ion special aid) to ta l l ing 
RM3.5 million. 

The second project , en t i t l ed 
D e v e l o p m e n t of Mucosal / 
Ora l /Subun i t Vaccines Agains t 
Cholera, Tubercu los i s a n d 
Covid-19, is on cholera vacc ine 
developed in co l labora t ion w i t h 
Univers i t i Sains Malaysia (USM) 
a n d Asian I n s t i t u t e of Medicine, 
Science and Technology (AIMST), 
w i t h t h e Minis t ry of Science, 
Techno logy a n d I n n o v a t i o n 
(Mosti) also f u n d i n g it to t h e 
t u n e of RMio.5 mill ion us ing t h e 
Stra tegic Research Fund (SRF), he 
said. 
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CRM to run cancer clinical 
trial from 2022 to 2023 in UK 
>From Page 1 

"The third projectisonPre-clinical 
Evaluation of a Therapeutic 
Cancer Vaccine for the Treatment 
of Head and Neck Cancer by 
Cancer Research Malaysia (CRM) 
at a cost of RM3 million financed 
by Mosti. 

"However, as there is no facility 
yet to conduct the first in human 
clinical trial in Malaysia, CRM 
will conduct the clinical trial 
f rom February 2022 until March 
2023 in the United Kingdom," he 
said. 

On MGVI, he said upgrading 
MGI was in line with the 
institute's scope, which focused 
on genome research and 
molecular biology in vaccine 
production efforts. 

"I am confident tha t the 
establishment of MGVI can 
have a positive impact on the 
country from the economic, 
social and technological aspects; 
thus contributing to economic 
stability because there is no 
dependence on external sources 
of supply," he said. 

Ismail Sabri said the 
government was committed to 
propelling R&D to produce new 
technologies by ensuring that 
50 per cent of the government's 
research funds were provided for 
experimental development (pre 
-commercialisation activities), 
especially for innovations 
with high potential for 
commercialisation. 

Through various programmes 
implemented by the government, 
he said, the country expected 
more vaccine scientists to be 
produced; thus supporting its 
plan to increase the ability to 
develop human-specific vaccines, 
not only for domestic use but 
also the global market. 

He also expressed confidence 
that Malaysia could reduce 
its dependence on vaccine-
producing countries when it 
strengthened the country's 
health security. — Bernama 

Ismail Sabri (right) stops by at an exhibition booth after the launch of the PPVN 
and the MGVI. — Bernama photo 

M'SIA INVESTING IN VACCINE DEVELOPMENT 

Was launched on Nov 1.2021 

Will be Implemented by MOSTI £ MOH 

Focussed on more than the COVID19 

Interested in vaccine development lor 
various diseases including cancers of the 
headS neck 

^ PPVN PARAMETERS 
^ Administration 

^ Manufacturing infrastructure 
ical studies 

Human capital development 
Technology acquisition 

' Vaccination communication 

PRODUCTION PHASES 

THE MALAYSIAN GENOME & 
VACCINE INSTITUTE (MGVI) 

Short-tenn (quick wi 

1-5years 
i solution): long-term: 

5 -10 years 
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•Will provide 
research facilities 
for vaccine 
development 
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PPVN 8 MGVI OBJECTIVES 

g g Health 

Vaccines 

• To create employment 
• To improve the quality of life 
• To provide a retur 

• To attract investment from multinational 
corporations 

• To produce vaccines determined by the National 
Pharmaceutical Regulatory Agency |NPRA> as: 
^ Safe 

^ Effective 

^ Of quality 

• To prepare for future pandemics 

I I PPVN PROJECTS 
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• Being developed by (he Institute (or 
Medical Research. Malaysia (IMR) 

• Focussed on fighting local variants 
of concern (VOt) 

• Provided RM3 5 million by MOH & 
Sukuk Prihatin 

• Being developed by USM i AIMST 
• Provided RM10.5 million by MOSTI 
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• By Cancer Research Malaysia (CRM) 

• Provided RM3 million by MOSTI 
• Clinical tnal to be conducted in the United 
Kingdom from February 2022 - March 2023 
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SUMMARIES
BANGI: Prime Minister Datuk Seri Ismail Sabri Yaakob yesterday launched t h e National Vaccine Development Roadmap
(PPVN) and Malaysian Genome and Vaccine I n s t i t u t e (MGVI) in an e f f o r t t o t u r n t h e country into a hub for vaccine
production and boost confidence in vaccine use.
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